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Grant would simply allow the laws to take their course
and would only use force or the Army when violence
were attempted, I tried to explain to the President
that he should throw on Congress the responsibility of
failure, if their plan fails from inherent causes. He
can't get along without a Congress to appropriate
money and do a thousand other things that an Executive
cannot, and when it has a two-third vote he should be
quiet. Opposition or resistance only aggravates the
matter. . . ."

[TO MKS. SHEKMAN]

"WASHINGTON, January 13, 1868.
"... This morning I had an interview with the
President and pointed out to him a mode practicable
and easy to get rid of Stan ton forever, but there must be
something behind the scenes, for he gave me no en-
couragement. Well, I have done my duty, and if
Stanton is white-washed and thrust back in the office
it is not my business. I want to befriend Mr. Johnson,
but I cannot give my consent or assistance to bring in
the Cabinet a man who may decide that the War was
wrong or unnecessary. Without the possibility of good,
this new phase of the case may produce conflict and
confusion. Stanton ought not to be in Mr. Johnson's
cabinet, yet by a vote to-day he is bound to be sustained
simply because the Republicans vote to sustain their
own law, and for the first time the President is
justified in having a kitchen or back door cabinet
instead of one that is responsible. If Stanton, afterdi^H will try to have (Jmnt HM a ciuidi-
